Duties and Responsibilities of the Laser Safety Officer

• Ensure that all laser related activities comply with the terms and conditions of the registration and the applicable regulations specified in California Code of Regulations. 

• Review and recommend to Laser Safety Committee to approve purchase of laser devices.

• Classify laser devices and verify their classification.

• Conduct hazard evaluations of laser work areas.

• Provide consultation services to potential authorized users regarding procedures and practices for the safe use of laser devices.

• Ensure that laser devices are used only by individuals who are authorized and who have complied with the requirements of training and other engineering and administrative controls.

• Recommend appropriate protective equipment and barriers and warning signs and labels.

• Approve all procedures that might involve exposures to laser radiation and all changes in such procedures.

• Ensure that the authorized users develop standard operating procedures for operation and beam alignment, and review these procedures.

• Conduct inspections of location and facilities using laser devices on a periodic basis.

• Provide training facility, such as online training to individuals who wish to use laser devices.

• Coordinate medical surveillance.

• Maintain list of employees and students (and their contact information) who work with laser devices.

• Manage disposition of laser devices.

• Review all proposals for authorization of new users of laser devices, new laser use laboratories and submit with recommendations to the LSC for approval.

• Act as liaison for any inspections conducted by the regulatory agencies.

• Maintain laser devices inventory to assure compliance with the registration of the devices.

• Submit annual summarizing, lab inspections, compliance with the safety measures, occupational exposure and unusual occurrences to LSC.

• Arrange for LSC meetings, obtain approval of the LSC for changes in laser safety program, use of laser devices, and prepare minutes of the LSC meetings and distribute among members.

• In absence of the Chairperson, LSC and Director Environmental Health and Safety acts on their behalf for all matters related to the Laser Safety Program.

• Report directly to Director, Environmental Health & Safety and communicate with the Vice President, Research through the Director.

• Prepares periodic reports for LSC review and to update the chair.

